
El Cerrito

Green Streets

San Pablo 
Avenue 

Rain Gardens



Background & Context
San Pablo Avenue 
Streetscape Improvements

• Baxter Creek Frontage   

• Bay Friendly Medians

• Pedestrian Enhancements



City Hall Bioswales/C.3 Compliance

Stormwater treatment bioswales 
feature colorful, drought tolerant, 
native plants



San Pablo Avenue 
Rain Gardens

• Detain and treat storm water from 
the highly urbanized Avenue

• Flexible modules to work with 
constraints

• Tri-lingual interpretive signs to 
educate the public about the 
garden’s function



Two Sites
South of Madison (200 ft.)

South of Eureka (400 ft.)

Treat ~ 1.3 acres of 
existing impervious area

Demonstrate:

• aesthetics and 
environmental synergy

• urban retrofit project
Grant Funded

El Cerrito Rain Garden:  South of Madison



San Pablo Avenue 
Rain Gardens: Cross Section



Conflicts & Constraints

Street 
lights Driveways

Water line

Electric 
& Phone

Parking Spaces
Store Fronts

Sign 
Posts

Other Furnishings



Much Concrete Work Required



San Pablo Avenue 
Rain Gardens: Curb Inlet









San Pablo Avenue 
Rain Gardens



San Pablo Avenue 
Rain Gardens 
Today



Questions..??
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